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CMA Presents Chekhov and Gogol One-Acts Beginning Jan. 5 


Swan Song + Confessions Represent Museum’s First Theatre Production 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 15, 2005) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents the hilarious and affectionate 
world of two of Russia’s greatest dramatists in Swan Song + Confessions at Kennedy’s Playhouse Square 
Center Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, Jan. 5 through 22 , 2006, at 7:30 p.m. This performance 
is part of the CMA’s VIVA! and Gala Around Town Series. 

Admission to the performance is $23; $19 for CMA members. 

This production is adapted and directed by Massoud Saidpour, the Museum’s director of performing arts, 
music and film. In Checkhov’s Swan Song, an aging actor ruminates on his storied past and uncertain future while 
Gogol’s Confessions, based on Diaries of a Madman, features a minor clerk who develops a romantic obsession 
with his boss’s daughter as a means of escaping his dreary 9-to-5 life. “In both episodes,” says Saidpour, “‘the 
tension between the crushing reality of each character’s mundane existence and the pitiful humor of their 


surrounding is the axis around which the action of the drama revolves.” 


Swan Song features Reuben and Dorothy Silver. The Silvers, widely known as theatrical treasures in 
Northeast Ohio for their numerous accomplishments and expertise, play opposite one another. Their talents as 
performers, directors, teachers and mentors have been illuminated on the Cleveland theatre scene for more than 50 
years. Recipients of the Cleveland Arts Prize in 1984, the Silvers recently received a Lifetime Achievement Award 


from the Cleveland Theatre Collective in recognition of their innumerable contributions. 


Terrance Cranendonk, featured in Confessions, has established himself as one of Cleveland’s most 
consistently adept actors. A graduate of Yale University’s acting program, Cranendonk studied with the great 
Polish actor Ryszard Cieslak before joining the New World Performance Lab. He performed in multitude of their 
productions touring all over Europe and Brazil. In addition, he excels in intelligent physical comedy and 


movement. 
Chekhov and Gogol: Masters of Russian Drama 


The Silver Age of Russian literature came about with the approach of the 20" century a time in which 
Chekhov and Gogol excelled in writing short stories and drama. Chekhov (1860-1904), better known in modern- 


day Russia for his several hundred short stories is considered a master of the form. In addition, his plays have been 
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major influences on 20" century drama. Contemporary playwrights draw on his influences as to how to use mood, 


apparent trivialities and inaction to highlight the internal psychology of characters. 


A Ukrainian-born Russian writer, Gogol was born on April 1, 1809. His literary life and work demonstrate 
convolutions of struggle within Russian culture and his mix of humor and keen observations; the fantastic and 
unusual prose forms make his works at once outrageously funny and deeply insightful. The renowned Russian 
literary historian D. S. Mirsky, considers Gogol’s Inspector General as the finest Russian play ever written. His 
Dead Souls is considered by many as the first modern Russian novel. Gogol wrote the Diaries of a Madman, in 


1835. He died on March 4, 1852. 


The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town 1s provided by 90.3 WCPN Ideastream, WCLV 104.9 FM and Cleveland Free Times. 
Additional support provided by Collacott Foundation. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


# # # 


